Equipping These Kids: Connecting Collegiate Writing Centers to Urban High Schools by Cline, Abby & Herbert, Cassie
Equipping These Kids: Connecting Collegiate Writing Centers 
to Urban High Schools 
By Abby Cline and Cassie Herbert 
Cedarville University 2013 
 
Practical Action Steps for Writing Centers 
- Remember the need in urban high schools. 
 
- Remember the benefits of collaborating with inner city schools. 
 
- Tell the stories of those who have gone before you! 
o Feltenberger sustained a 16-week writing center in her high school in New 
York City. 
o Moussu saw her Ryerson University students help with field trips for high 
school students in Toronto. 
o Tinker worked with Stanford and the surrounding community on 
“Community Day.” 
o Shafer observed college tutors going to a high school and assisting with 
tutoring programs. 
 
- Take action! 
o Make contact with local high schools. Talk with their administration and 
faculty. See if they have an interest in a Writing Center. 
o Share the research and the stories with them. Let them know that you are 
invested, and you want to help their students to succeed. 
o Connect the high school to the Writing Center Community. 
o If necessary, talk with alumni, apply for grants, have fundraisers, and obtain 
the financial means to support the project. 
o Persevere. Success may not be immediate, but fighting for the futures of those 
students will be worth some frustrating emails and late nights. 
o Get creative! Offer workshops or sessions at the high school; arrange field 
trips to your own university. Work with the secondary school to help in 
whatever ways possible. 
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